VI!
AS IT  MIGHT BE
To sketch In outline an Imaginary picture
of Europe as It might be In 1940 Is not simply
an exercise IE the rather barren diversion
of prediction. It is not Indeed prediction at
ail* To suggest what Europe might be la
1940 is very likely to suggest something
totally different from what It will be. But
when we have finished analysing the Ills
of Europe^ assessing the disabilities the pro-
visions of the Peace Treaties have Imposed,
computing the handicaps to international
trade involved In the mad economic
nationalisms of Europe, It may at the end
of It all be worth while to co-ordinate these
conclusions and see what Europe would be
like If some superhuman reviser and composer
could have Ms will with the continent^ not as
the result of any miracle but simply by
prevailing on intrinsically rational nations
to act rationally. He would, 00 doubt* order
it in accordance with his own predilections*
and what were his might be no one else's.